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Preface 
This report meets the requirement of the National Environment Protection (Used 
Packaging Materials) Measure 2011 (NEPM-UPM) to publish local government data, 
as part of the National Environment Protection Council (NEPC) Annual Report for 
2015–16. 

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (formerly Department of 
Environment Regulation) and the Waste Authority collected the data presented in this 
report in 2016 through the annual census of Western Australian local government 
waste and recycling services.  
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1 Local government recycling data 

1.1 Scope 

This report provides Western Australian local government recycling data for the  

2015-2016.   

 

Reporting period:   1 July 2015 – 30 June 2016 

Number of responding councils: 130 

Percentage of all councils:  94% 

1.2 Kerbside recycling services 

Some local governments provide multiple bin sizes to residents. Only the most 
commonly provided bin sizes are reported below. 

Material type Container Frequency Number of councils 
Co-mingled dry recyclables 240L MGB weekly 5 
  fortnightly 81 
  other 1 
 360L MGB fortnightly 2 
Packaging containers 120L MGB Weekly 2 
Paper and cardboard 120L MGB Weekly 1 
 Other Other 1 

1.3 Other types of recycling service provided 

It was reported that residents in 69 local governments had access to drop-off 
recycling services operated by local governments.  Four regional councils also 
provided drop-off recycling services for residents. 

1.4 Total number of premises in Western Australia 

Residential:    1,047,089 (Western Australian Planning Commission, 2012) 

Commercial:   Unavailable 

1.5 Number of premises with kerbside recycling 
services 

Residential:    946,370  

Commercial:   Unavailable 
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1.6 Median fee per premises charged by councils for 
recycling services 

Residential:    $108 

Commercial:   $137 (for a single 240L bin, fortnightly recycling service) 

1.7 Median per premises cost to councils for recycling 
services 

Residential:    $57 

Commercial:   Not available 

1.8 Proportion of residential premises with access to 
kerbside recycling services 

92% based on reporting  

1.9 Overall participation rate in kerbside recycling 
services 

91% 

1.10 Kerbside–collected materials, portion sent for 
secondary use/energy recovery, and contaminants 
disposed of to landfill 

Material Type Collected1 
Sold or sent for secondary 
use including energy 
recovery by material type 

Residual  waste 
(contaminants) 
disposed of to landfill2 

Paper and cardboard N/A 106,537 N/A 
Glass N/A 61,792 N/A 
Plastics N/A 11,598 N/A 
Aluminium (cans) N/A 2,559 N/A 
Steel (cans, tins, etc) N/A 5,055 N/A 
Total3 228,992 187,540 36,915 

                                            
1 Majority of recyclables collected from the kerbside collected are co-mingled and the tonnes collected are 

reported as a combined quantity  
2 Contaminants from kerbside collections are reported as a single quantity 
3 The sum of recovered materials and residual disposed does not equal “Collected” because not all local 

governments reported a breakdown of recovered materials from kerbside services and some additional material 
types were reported as recovered from the kerbside 
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1.11 Drop-off materials (domestic), portion sent for 
secondary use/energy recovery, and contaminants 
disposed to landfill 

Material Type Collected4 
Sold or sent for secondary 
use including energy 
recovery by material type 

Residual  waste 
(contaminants) 
disposed of to landfill5 

Paper and cardboard N/A             5,945  N/A 
Glass N/A             1,154  N/A 
Plastics N/A               642  N/A 
Aluminium  (cans) N/A               134  N/A 
Steel (cans, tins, etc) N/A               150  N/A 
Total6 15,499            8,025  940 

 

 
  

                                            
4 Tonnes collected are reported as a single combined quantity 
5 Tonnes of contamination are reported as a single combined quantity 
6 The sum of recovered materials and residual disposed does not equal “Collected” because not all local 

governments reported a breakdown of recovered materials from drop off facilities 
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