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To whom it may concern 

Norton Gold Fields owns and operates the Golden Cities operation and requests a licence 
amendment to L9242/2020/1 to add the Category 5 activity and amend the Category 12 
activity location. Additionally, this amendment requests the rectification of an incorrect 
tenement previously indicated on the licence. 

This amendment also shares information about an ore sorting machine to be connected to 
the existing crushing and screening plant. 

The approved prescribed premises categories and nominated production/design capacity will 
remain as indicated on the current licence. 

Should you have any questions associated with this Licence Amendment,  
           

 

Kind regards, 

 

TO:  Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
  
SUBJECT:  Supporting Information for Licence Amendment Application (L9242/2020/1) 

– Golden Cities Operation 
  
DATE: 21 April 2025 
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Paddington Gold Pty Limited 
 

Norton Gold Fields Pty Ltd 
 

Supporting Information for Licence (L9242/2020/1) 
Amendment to add Category 5 and modify 

Category 12 activity location. 

Authorised Representative:  
 
Adrian Lally 
Environment Superintendent 
Level 1, Viskovich House 377 Hannan Street  
Kalgoorlie WA, 6430 
Telephone: (08) 9080 6866 
Email: adrian.lally@padgold.com.au / environment@padgold.com.au 
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Figure 1 - Prescribed premises boundary and associated tenements. 
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Figure 2 - PPL boundary and Cat 12 current and amended areas 
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Addition of Category 5 to allow ore sorting. 

This licence amendment includes the addition of prescribed premises Cat.5 to allow the ore 
sorting of material on-site. The sorted material of economic value will be transported to 
Paddington Mill for processing. The uneconomical material will remain on-site and continue 
to be used to produce road base and road surfacing on the premises. 

It is important to mention that the material to be handled under Cat. 5 and Cat.12 remains 
the same (mineralised waste/waste rock) and will be done using the currently authorised 
crushing and screening plant without altering its design capacity (1Mtpa). The proposed 
amendment is motivated by the belief that adding accurate sorting equipment would 
separate processable gold-bearing material from no-gold-bearing material. Reducing the 
carbon footprint by avoiding transporting no-gold-bearing material to Paddington Mill. 

The proposed ore sorting equipment is a self-contained unit that includes an X-Ray 
Transmission sensor (XRT) and colour camera to identify and separate the material of 
economic value from the waste rock (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3- XRT Sorter (Merlyn Consulting, 2016). 

A belt feed or chute will connect the existing mobile crusher/screener to the ore sorting unit. 
Once inside the machine, the XRT sensor and colour camera detect high-grade ore, and 
compressed air jets physically separate the high-grade ore from the waste rock. 

Norton believes that given that the ore sorting equipment is self-contained, the sorting 
process is expected to generate noise and dust at similar or lower levels to the currently 
licenced mobile crushing plant. For those reasons, the additional equipment is believed not 
to increase the environmental risk associated with the activities. That being said, 
management actions to mitigate risks currently in place to manage the mobile crushing and 
screening plant will also applied to the ore sorting equipment.
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Proposed new location for the mobile crushing circuit. 

Norton proposes to amend the licence to provide operational flexibility for the mobile 
crushing circuit by expanding the Cat 12 activity area. The expanded location includes the 
current authorised area and the existing cleared area currently used for a ROM within the 
prescribed premises boundary, as shown in Table 3 and Figure 2. 

The proposed Cat 5 activity location is the same as the amended Cat 12. This activity location 
overlap provides Norton greater operational flexibility, given that the handled material and 
equipment are common to both categories.  

4. OTHER EP ACT APPROVALS (Attachment 5) 

Work Approval (W6717/2022/1) 
Norton holds a current Works Approval (W6717/2022/1) with an expiry date of 16/12/2027 
for constructing a dewatering infrastructure connecting Golden Arrow Pit to existing 
dewatering infrastructure. 

Work Approval (W2886/2025/1) 
Norton holds a current Works Approval (W2886/2025/1) with an expiry date of 09/03/2028 
for constructing a dewatering pipeline connecting Victory Pit to existing dewatering 
infrastructure. 

5. CONSULTATION (Attachment 5) 
Stakeholder Consultation 
Norton has not done any specific stakeholder consultation for this licence amendment as it is 
part of previous disturbed activities. However, Broad Arrow town is located 400m from the 
prescribed premises boundary and consultation with the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder will 
happen in due course. 

6. APPLICANT HISTORY 
Norton nor its directors or management team have been charged, convicted, paid a penalty 
for an offence or had a licence/ work approval suspended or revoked. 

7. EMISSIONS, DISCHARGES AND WASTE 

Norton acknowledges that Category 12 activities emit dust and noise, all of which are 
currently licenced. Additionally, Norton believes adding Cat.5 will not impact authorised 
emissions, discharges, or waste, given that the ore sorting activities are expected to generate 
noise and dust at similar or lower levels to the currently licenced mobile crushing plant. 

8. SITING AND LOCATION 

This amendment application will not impact the siting and location for sensitive land uses and 
nearby environmentally sensitive receptors and aspects. 
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