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Statutory context
The Waste Authority is charged with promoting better waste management practices in Western Australia under the Waste Avoidance and Resources 
Recovery Act 2007. One of the Authority’s functions under the Act is to draft, for the Minister for Environment’s approval, a long term waste 
strategy for the whole of the State for continuous improvement of waste services, waste avoidance and resource recovery, benchmarked against 
best practice and targets for waste reduction, resource recovery and the diversion of waste from landfill disposal. This strategy takes a ten year and 
beyond view and must be reviewed at least every five years. This Strategy was approved by the Minister for Environment and replaces Western 
Australia’s inaugural waste strategy, Creating the Right Environment, approved and published in 2012.

  































Our principles

Five key principles, aligned with legislation, guide the thinking behind Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and will drive 
future decision making. 

We will support product stewardship and 
extended producer responsibility as part 
of our approach to shared responsibility. 

Innovation and growth

Western Australia will encourage, 
embrace and celebrate innovation in all 
forms that enables and expands our waste 
management capacity and know-how.

Better practice

Western Australians will pursue 
better practice approaches in waste 
management that takes into account the 
full costs, benefits and impacts of waste 
management decisions. 

Shared responsibility and 
partnership – owning your impact

The state’s environmental resources 
belong to all Western Australians and 
we all have a role to play in protecting 
them. The State Government will lead 
by example by working collaboratively 
with the community, industry and 
governments to improve waste 
management outcomes.

This strategy will inform priorities for 
developing better practice approaches 
to waste and recycling services. 
Better practice will be outcome-
focussed, evidence-based, informed 
by performance achieved in other 
jurisdictions, developed in consultation 
with key stakeholders, and set out in 
guidelines that are framed to reflect the 
varying resources and capacities of the 
users of those guidelines.  We will stay 
abreast of national and international 
best practice and responsibly measure, 
evaluate and benchmark our own 
performance against it. 

Better practice guidelines will inform 
stakeholders, such as waste managers 
and local governments, about preferred 
systems to achieve the targets in  

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Strategy 2030. Local government waste 
plans will have regard to better practice 
guidelines published or referenced by the 
Waste Authority. 

When better practice waste management 
is promoted by State Government, 
stakeholders will adjust practices to meet 
or exceed this new benchmark.

Waste as a resource

Western Australians will adopt and 
implement the waste hierarchy, avoiding 
the generation of waste where possible, 
maximising the recovery of waste 
that is generated, and protecting the 
environment from the impacts of disposal. 

Intergenerational equity 

Western Australians will make waste 
management decisions which ensure the 
health, diversity and productivity of our 
environment is maintained or enhanced 
for the benefit of future generations.
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Our roles and responsibilities

Collective responsibility – waste is 
everybody’s business

All Western Australians generate waste, 
and while there are some businesses 
that manage our waste for us, we can 
all take a bit more responsibility for 
better managing the impacts of our own 
waste. Whether large or small, waste 
is generated by households, schools, 
workplaces, local government authorities, 
government departments, businesses 
and industry in large cities and remote 
towns around our vast state. 

As a collective issue, waste demands 
a collective solution. To achieve this 
strategy’s objectives and targets, a model 
of collective, shared responsibility and 
action must be adopted. 

State Government will work 
collaboratively with all stakeholders to 
guide and develop collective policies and 
solutions. These solutions will be founded 
in behavioural change campaigns and 
leading industry policy and practices – 
starting from within, through leadership 
in government activities that minimise 
waste, such as procurement policies and 
disposal processes. 

For local governments and industry, 
the collective partnership approach will 
mean adopting best practice approaches 
to waste minimisation, resource recovery 
and appropriate waste management. 

For businesses, it may mean expanding 
recycling programs or reviewing 
outdated practices and policies to reduce 
waste impacts. For waste managers, 
it will mean embracing innovation, 
new technologies and best practice 
performance in waste management. For 
the Western Australian community, it will 
mean being informed about the impact 
different decisions can make on waste 
contributions and adopting positive 
waste behaviours.

As every individual and group contributes 
to the waste problem, everybody will 
contribute to the solution in a range of 
different roles and ways:

•	 Commonwealth Government can 
help influence outcomes through 
national waste legislation, strategies 
and policy frameworks that fulfil 
obligations under international 
agreements. The Commonwealth 
Government will continue to manage 
and monitor compliance with 
international conventions, administer 
the Product Stewardship Act 2011 
and related schemes, and work 
with jurisdictions to identify and 
address issues that warrant nationally 
consistent approaches. It will also 
establish forums for cross jurisdictional 
collaboration to improve national 
waste policy outcomes.

•	 State Government can influence 
outcomes through its policies and 
programs, but also generates waste 
through its operations. As the 
“system steward” State Government 
will provide waste management 
leadership. It will influence waste 
behaviours through legislation, 
regulation, policies and programs 
that align with national approaches. 
Through engagement and 
collaboration, the government will 
create an environment that encourages 
community to adopt positive 
behaviour change and businesses to 
invest and innovate in the waste and 
recycling sector to move Western 
Australia towards becoming a circular 
economy. Agencies will also lead by 
example by committing to actions and 
targets in this strategy and reporting 
on their performance to contribute to 
its delivery.

•	 Waste Authority can influence 
outcomes through its programs. 
Established under the Waste 
Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Act 2007, the authority will provide 
waste management advice to 
Government and waste management 
leadership to the community. It will 
lead the delivery of this strategy by 
coordinating stakeholder commitment 
and collaboration on strategies, 

administering the Waste Avoidance 
and Resource Recovery Account 
(fund), publishing position statements, 
and preparing annual business plan 
objectives, priorities and programs 
that align with this waste strategy.

•	 Local governments and regional 
councils are primarily waste managers 
that provide household waste 
collection and recycling services, 
manage and operate landfill sites, 
and deliver education and awareness 
programs. Local governments 
and regional councils will provide 
information, infrastructure and 
incentives that encourage behaviour 
change and they will plan for the 
management of waste within their 
districts. The issues faced by local 
governments vary, particularly 
between metropolitan and regional 
areas, so there will be a need to 
identify local, fit-for purpose solutions 
that reflect better practice, align with 
this strategy and support a move 
towards becoming a circular economy. 
Local governments also generate 
waste resulting from the range of 
services provided to the community 
and can influence purchasing and 
practices to increase avoidance and 
recovery and maximise protection of 
the environment. 
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Opportunities and focus materials

Opportunities to avoid and recover waste and protect the environment through its responsible management exist for all materials and arise in 
many different situations.  Even the smallest changes in behaviour at a personal level contribute to overall improvements in waste outcomes.

This strategy also identifies focus 
materials, which will be the focus of 
actions and measurement under this 
waste strategy. Significant improvements 
will need to be made for each of these 
focus materials if we are to meet the 
targets in Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Strategy 2030.

Construction and demolition waste

Construction and demolition (C&D) 
waste makes up around half of Western 
Australia’s waste stream and represents 
around 45 per cent of material recovered 
for recycling. C&D waste represents 
a significant opportunity for waste 

avoidance and material recovery. As 
a waste generator, the construction 
industry can play a role in avoiding the 
amount of waste generated – for example 
through more efficient building processes 
– while waste managers can maximise 
recovery of waste that is generated.  

Organics: food organics and garden 
organics  

Organic material, including food waste, 
represents nearly 20 per cent of material 
recovered for recycling. The National 
Food Waste Strategy estimates that over 
5.3 million tonnes of food that is intended 

for human consumption is wasted 
from households and the commercial 
and industrial sectors each year. Food 
waste disposed to landfill generates 
greenhouse gases, reduces landfill 
capacity, and represents a loss of valuable 
organic material which could otherwise 
be recovered for productive use. 

Metals: steel, non-ferrous metals, 
packaging and containers

Metals represent around 20 per cent 
of material recovered for recycling 
by weight. Metals are a high value 
commodity with significant embodied 
energy.  While recovery rates are relatively 

high compared to other materials, it is 
important to ensure these materials are 
only used where necessary and that as 
much value and embodied energy as 
possible is recovered from them. 

Paper and cardboard: office paper, 
newspaper and magazines

Paper and cardboard represent around 
10 per cent of material recovered for 
recycling. Paper and cardboard is a high 
value commodity. When disposed to 
landfill, paper and cardboard generates 
greenhouse emissions and represents a 
loss of economic value. 
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Glass: packaging and containers 

Glass packaging and containers contain 
significant embodied energy which is 
lost if disposed to landfill. Glass that is 
inappropriately disposed (littered or 
dumped) can also present direct risks and 
impacts to the environment and human 
health. 

Plastics: packaging and containers

Plastic makes up a significant 
proportion of packaging materials in 
our waste stream. There are significant 
opportunities to avoid plastics, and in 
particular, single use plastics. Plastic is a 
high value commodity, particularly where 
contamination rates are low. Disposal 
to landfill represents an economic 
loss, and inappropriate disposal into 
the environment (litter and dumping) 
can result in significant harm to the 
environment and wildlife. 

Textiles: clothing and other  
fabric-based materials

Textiles contain valuable materials and 
significant embodied energy. When 
disposed to landfill or illegally dumped, 
textiles represent a loss of resources and 
can negatively impact the environment. 

Hazardous waste

Hazardous waste is described as 
unwanted products that are corrosive, 
flammable, toxic or reactive and present 
a potential risk to human health and 
the environment. Hazardous waste 
represents only a small percentage of the 
total waste stream, however it presents 
significant risks if not well managed. 
Opportunities exist to avoid hazardous 
waste through consumer purchasing 
decisions, and collect hazardous waste 
for recovery or safe disposal using best 
practice service infrastructure. 

OPPORTUNITIES AND FOCUS MATERIALS
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OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

KNOWLEDGE

Coordinate consistent state-wide communication, 
engagement and education on waste avoidance behaviours 
with an emphasis on focus materials.

State  
Government P P P P P 1

Investigate, develop and publish, in collaboration with 
stakeholders, locally relevant actions for reducing waste 
generation with an emphasis on focus materials.

Waste 
Authority P P P P 2

Lead collaboration between State Government agencies on 
actions that reduce the waste generation with an emphasis on 
focus materials.

State  
Government P P 3

Coordinate communications and education that leads to food 
organics and garden organics waste reduction behaviour 
change.

Waste 
Authority P P P P P 4

Collaborate with decision-makers and opinion leaders 
to explore opportunities arising from circular economy 
approaches and communicate them publicly.

Waste 
Authority P P P P 5

ENABLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Develop mechanisms and platforms that enable the 
community to adopt avoidance behaviours, and explore 
reuse and low-waste alternatives.

State  
Government P P P 6

INCENTIVES

Provide support to community, government and industry 
initiatives that lead to waste avoidance and contribute to 
waste strategy targets with an emphasis on focus materials.

State  
Government P P P P P 7

Introduce regulations to prevent unnecessary waste 
generation.

State  
Government P P P P 8

Table 2:  Avoid strategies

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

KNOWLEDGE

Investigate options to recover and promote related local 
markets through State Government procurement actions with an 
emphasis on focus materials.

State  
Government P 9

Develop and publish better practice guidance and standards 
for waste-derived products to build confidence in recycled 
products and ensure protection of the environment. 

Waste 
Authority P P P P P 10

Maintain a communications toolkit for local government on 
consistent messaging for better practice kerbside service delivery.

Waste 
Authority P P P 11

Develop education and engagement resources to communicate 
the benefits of resource recovery and the use of recycled 
products, and to minimise contamination in collection systems.

Waste 
Authority P P P P P 12

Develop and publish better practice guidance to support 
increases in recovery with an emphasis on focus materials.

Waste 
Authority P P P P P 13

Identify and implement options for collaboration between 
industry and the State Government to support market 
development and recovery with an emphasis on focus materials.

Waste 
Authority P P P 14

Investigate and improve reporting on material that is reused (as 
distinct from recycled) to better monitor the state’s move toward 
becoming a circular economy.

State  
Government P P P P P 15

ENABLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Establish mechanisms, including funding approaches to support 
investments in local infrastructure for recovery with an emphasis 
on focus materials.

State  
Government P 16

Develop and support measures to establish and maintain 
product stewardship schemes aligned with the State’s waste 
priorities, commencing with a container deposit scheme.

State  
Government P P P P P 17

Table 3:  Recover strategies 

OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

INCENTIVES

Provide funding to local governments to introduce better 
practice services and extend the Better Bins program to 
include FOGO (food organics and garden organics services).

Waste 
Authority P P P 18

Provide funding to promote the use of priority recycled 
products and support the establishment of local markets with 
an emphasis on focus materials.

State 
Government P P P P 19

Support community, government and industry initiatives that 
promote resource recovery in the Perth and Peel regions, 
major regional centres and remote areas through grant 
programs.

State 
Government P P P P P 20

Develop a legislative framework to encourage the use of waste 
derived materials, including product specifications, to build 
confidence in recycled products, increase their demand and 
develop relevant markets while protecting the environment.

State 
Government P P P P 21

Implement sustainable government procurement practices 
that encourage greater use of recyclable and recycled 
products and support local market development.

State 
Government P P P 22

Table 3:  Recover strategies  continued 

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

KNOWLEDGE

Identify the data that is required to quantify and measure 
illegal dumping activity, collect the identified data on an 
ongoing basis and use the collected data to better target 
illegal dumping monitoring and enforcement activities.

State 
Government P P P 23

Deliver a community engagement and education campaign to 
raise awareness of illegal dumping and its impacts. 

State 
Government P P P P 24

Investigate, document and publish options for avoiding waste 
plastic.

Waste 
Authority P P P P 25

Review and report on approaches to the management of 
hazardous waste including controlled and liquid waste.

State 
Government P P 26

Assess existing recovery facility and landfill siting and 
management practices and publish information to guide 
achievement of better practice approaches.

Waste 
Authority P 27

ENABLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Work with land owners and managers to build their capacity 
to tackle illegal dumping.

State 
Government P P P P 28

Investigate and report on the role of funding approaches 
to drive the uptake of better practice approaches at waste 
management facilities.

Waste 
Authority P P 29

INCENTIVES

Support local governments to safely collect and manage 
hazardous materials generated by households that present a 
significant risk to public health and the environment. 

State 
Government P P P 30

Provide relevant funding and guidance to prevent the illegal 
dumping of waste at charitable recycler waste collection 
sites.

State 
Government P 31 

Table 4:  Protect strategies 

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

INCENTIVES

Implement the litter prevention strategy to reduce littering 
and manage its impacts.

Keep 
Australia  
Beautiful 
Council

P P P P 32

Detect, investigate and prosecute illegal dumping. State 
Government P P P P 33

Review and update the regulatory framework for waste 
to ensure it is appropriate and reduces the environmental 
impacts and risks from waste management. 

State 
Government P 34

Revise and publish waste classifications and definitions to 
reflect current knowledge to ensure waste materials are 
managed according to their risk and are treated and/or 
disposed of appropriately.

State 
Government P P 35

Develop and revise legislative frameworks to encourage 
the use of waste derived materials and build confidence in 
recycled products.

State 
Government P P P P 36

Table 4:  Protect strategies  continued 

OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

Foundation
strategies
that apply to multiple 
objectives

Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

INFORMATION  
AND DATA

Review and update data collection and reporting 
systems to allow waste generation, recovery and disposal 
performance to be assessed in a timely manner.

State 
Government P P P P 37

Collaborate with industry to develop a data strategy 
that includes actions to improve waste data collection, 
management and reporting, and guides their 
implementation. 

State 
Government

Waste  
Authority

P P P P 38

Investigate and report on the application of the circular 
economy in WA, including opportunities and barriers 
implementation.

Waste  
Authority P P P P P 39

Table 5:  Foundation strategies

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Strategy 2030 includes strategies which 
support multiple objectives and underpin 
the delivery of this waste strategy. These 
are referred to as foundation strategies. 

Foundation strategies include:

•	 information and data – to provide high 
quality information to the community, 
government and industry to inform 
decision making.

•	 regulation and policy – to provide a 
level playing field and deliver efficient 
and effective waste management 
outcomes.

•	 education – to underpin behaviour 
change approaches for avoid, recover 
and protect, for waste generators and 
waste managers. 

•	 planning – to provide support and 
guidance for waste services planning 
as well as infrastructure and land use 
planning.

The waste levy will continue to play a 
key role by providing a disincentive to 
dispose of waste, and by generating 
revenue to fund programs which 

support the waste strategy. Reflecting 
this, a key foundation strategy is for the 
scope and application of the waste 
levy to be reviewed to ensure it meets 
the objectives of Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030, and to 
establish a schedule of future waste levy 
rates. 

The range of strategies, both new 
and ongoing, that will allow Western 
Australians to achieve outcomes against 
all three objectives of the waste strategy 
are presented below. 
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Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

INFORMATION  
AND DATA

Collaborate with the Commonwealth Government to 
develop local approaches to implementing the National 
Food Waste Strategy.

State 
Government P P P P P 40

Provide support to local governments, recyclers and landfill 
operators for reporting under amendments to the Waste 
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Regulations 2008. 

State 
Government P P 41

Develop state-wide waste communications to support 
consistent messaging on waste avoidance, resource 
recovery and appropriate waste disposal behaviours.

State 
Government P P P P 42

ENGAGEMENT 
AND EDUCATION

Recognise and reward the adoption of positive behaviours, 
practices and innovation that contribute to reduced waste 
generation, increased resource recovery and protection of 
the environment. 

Waste  
Authority P P P P P 43

REGULATION  
AND POLICY

Investigate options for developing a ‘needs based’ 
approach to the approval of new landfills and other waste 
infrastructure.

State 
Government P 44

Contribute to national waste policy and programs aimed 
at waste avoidance, resource recovery and environmental 
protection.

State 
Government P P P P P 45

Review the scope and application of the waste levy to 
ensure it meets the objectives of Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and establish a schedule 
of future waste levy rates with the initial schedule providing 
a minimum five year horizon.

State 
Government P P P P P 46

Table 5:  Foundation strategies  continued

OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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Strategy application

Waste generators
Waste 

managers*

Strategy description
Lead 

stakeholder
Community

Local 
government

State 
Government

Industry
Waste  

industry
#

REGULATION  
AND POLICY

Review and revise regulations and policies to achieve a 
level playing field for industry which ensures entities that are 
compliant and apply best practice are not disadvantaged. 

State 
Government P P P P 47

Implement local government waste plans which align local 
government waste planning processes with the waste 
strategy.

State 
Government P P 48

Lead and support initiatives that bring together agencies, 
local governments, industry and community to assist 
knowledge exchange and strategic waste planning. 

Waste  
Authority P P P P P 49

PLANNING
Undertake a strategic review of Western Australia’s waste 
infrastructure (including landfills) by 2020 to guide future 
infrastructure development.

State 
Government P P P P P 50

Table 5:  Foundation strategies  continued

OUR OBJECTIVES, TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

* Includes local government, private industry and state entities.
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Next steps

Supporting documents 

Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Strategy 2030 Action Plan

This strategy is supported by an action 
plan which outlines specific actions to be 
implemented to achieve the objectives of 
the strategy. 

The initial action plan has been prepared 
by the Waste Authority in consultation 
with relevant State Government agencies, 
and was approved by the Minister for 
Environment. Stakeholder consultation 
will be undertaken in the preparation of 
subsequent action plans. 

Waste Authority Position and Guidance 
Statements

The Waste Authority publishes position 
statements from time to time. Position 
statements formalise the views of the 
Waste Authority and may be used to 
inform decisions relevant to the Waste 
Authority’s role in implementing the 
strategy.

Waste Data Strategy

A waste data strategy will guide the 
ongoing development of data definitions, 
collection mechanisms, management 
and reporting requirements to ensure 
progress on Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 can 
be monitored appropriately and that any 
revision of approach is based on sound 
information. 

Measuring progress

The Waste Authority will be responsible 
for evaluating Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030, 
including progress towards objectives 
and targets. The Waste Authority will 
publish annual reports against its business 
plan, and coordinate reports on behalf of 
the Minister against the outcomes of the 
action plan.  

Strategy updates

As Western Australia implements this 
waste strategy, new opportunities and 
priorities may be identified which may 
warrant a review of the scope and focus 
of the strategy. The WARR Act requires 
that the waste strategy be reviewed 
for currency at least every five years, 
including a full public consultation 
process. Minor amendments to the waste 
strategy can be made by the Waste 
Authority subject to the approval of the 
Minister.

Better Practice Guidance

The Waste Authority recognises the 
importance of developing better 
practice guidelines, measures and 
reporting frameworks and supporting 
their adoption. The Waste Authority 
will publish better practice guidance 
from time to time, which sets out high-
performing systems and outcomes 
benchmarked against comparable 
jurisdictions.

State Waste Infrastructure Plan

A state waste infrastructure plan will 
be developed together with key 
stakeholders to guide the planning and 
decision making for the establishment 
and maintenance of critical infrastructure.  
This will include the type and capacity 
of additional infrastructure that will 
be needed to meet the targets in this 
strategy, the areas in which infrastructure 
may be best located and forecast dates 
for when it is needed.

Annual Business Plan

The Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Act 2007 (WARR Act) requires 
the Waste Authority to prepare a draft 
business plan to be submitted to the 
Minister each year. The business plan 
sets out objectives and priorities for 
government funding for the next five 
financial years, and must be consistent 
with this strategy. 
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Glossary

Term Definition

Better practice Better practice refers to practices and approaches that are considered 
by the Waste Authority to be outcomes-focussed, effective and high 
performing, which have been identified based on evidence and 
benchmarking against comparable jurisdictions. Better practice will be 
supported by the Waste Authority through the development of better 
practice guidelines, measures and reporting frameworks, which will be 
developed to reflect the different capacities and challenges faced by waste 
generators and managers. Better practice is synonymous with the term best 
practice, but captures the dynamic nature of best practice. 

Circular economy An alternative to a traditional linear economy (make, use, dispose) in which 
we keep resources in use for as long as possible – extracting the maximum 
value from them while in use, then recovering and reusing products and 
materials. Three core principles underpin a circular economy – design out 
waste and pollution; keep products and materials in use; and regenerate 
natural systems.

Commercial and 
industrial (C&I) 
waste

Waste produced by institutions and businesses, including schools, 
restaurants, offices, retail and wholesale businesses and industries, 
including manufacturing.

Construction and 
demolition (C&D) 
waste

Waste produced by demolition and building activities, including road and 
rail construction and maintenance, and excavation of land associated with 
construction activities. 

Drop-off facility Site where residents can bring their waste or recyclables for disposal. 

Embodied energy Embodied energy is the energy used to produce a material substance (such 
as processed metals or building materials), taking into account energy used 
at the manufacturing facility, energy used in producing the materials that are 
used in the manufacturing facility, and so on.

Food organics 
and garden 
organics (FOGO)

Food organics include waste food, inedible food, and parts of food that 
are not consumed and/or are considered undesirable (such as seeds, 
bones, coffee grounds, skins and peels). Garden organics include organic 
wastes that arise from gardening and maintenance activities, such as lawn 
clippings, leaves, cuttings and branches. FOGO can also include other 
organic wastes that may be compatible with FOGO collections and can 
include items such as paper and cardboard.

Term Definition

Household 
hazardous waste

Products used in and around the home that have at least one hazardous 
characteristic (flammable, toxic, explosive or corrosive).

Hazardous waste Waste that, by its characteristics, poses a threat or risk to public health, 
safety or the environment. 

Illegal dumping Premeditated littering where people go out of their way to dump waste in 
public places illegally, typically for commercial benefit or to avoid disposal 
fees. 

Kerbside 
collection

A regular containerised service that collects waste from a residents’ 
kerbside. 

Litter Waste that is left in public places and not deposited into a bin.

Litter Prevention 
Strategy

Litter Prevention Strategy for Western Australia 2015–2020.

Liquid waste Wastes that are not solid or gaseous. May refer to sludges and slurries, or 
other liquids discharged to sewer. May also refer to waste water.

Major Regional 
Centre

Major Regional Centres: The cities of Albany, Busselton, Bunbury, Greater 
Geraldton and Kalgoorlie-Boulder, which are local governments outside 
the Perth and Peel region that have both a relatively large population 
and reasonable access to markets. Other major regional centres may be 
identified by the Waste Authority during the life of the waste strategy.

Municipal solid 
waste (MSW)

Waste primarily collected from households and local governments through 
waste and recycling collections. 

Organic waste Waste materials from plant or animal sources, including garden waste, food 
waste, paper and cardboard.

Perth and Peel 
region

The Perth region, or Perth metropolitan region, is the area defined by the 
Metropolitan Region Scheme. The Peel region is the area defined by the 
Peel Region Scheme. Municipal solid waste targets are set for the Perth and 
Peel region to reflect current urbanisation trends and to align with waste 
infrastructure servicing and planning needs.
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Term Definition

Product 
stewardship

Product stewardship is an approach to managing the impacts of different 
products and materials. It acknowledges that those involved in producing, 
selling, using and disposing of products have a shared responsibility to 
ensure that those products or materials are managed in a way that reduces 
their impact, throughout their life cycle, on the environment and on public 
health and safety.

Residual waste Waste that remains after the application of a better practice source 
separation process and recycling system, consistent with the waste 
hierarchy as described in section 5 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Act 2007 (WARR Act). Where better practice guidance is not 
available, an entity’s material recovery performance will need to meet or 
exceed the relevant stream target (depending on its source - MSW, C&I or 
C&D) for the remaining non-recovered materials to be considered residual 
waste under this waste strategy.

Resource 
recovery

The process of extracting materials or energy from a waste stream through 
re‑use, reprocessing, recycling or recovering energy from waste.

Vergeside service Local government services that collect a range of materials from the verge 
for recovery or disposal.  

Waste avoidance Refers to the prevention or reduction of waste generation, or the prevention 
or reduction of the environmental impacts (for example toxicity) of waste 
generation.

Waste Avoidance 
and Resource 
Recovery (WARR) 
Account

In accordance with the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 
2007 (WARR Act), each year the Minister for Environment must allocate not 
less than 25 per cent of the forecast levy amount to the WARR Account. 
Funds in the WARR Account are applied to programs for the management, 
reduction, reuse, recycling, monitoring or measurement of waste and to 
support implementation of the Waste Strategy.

Waste diversion The act of diverting a waste away from landfill for another purpose such as 
re-use or recycling.






